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Dear Carol,

 
One of the joys of working or
living downtown is the
opportunity to encounter
surprises around every
corner.  It might be a
musician on the sidewalk, a
friend on a balcony, or even
some budding artists in

Cathedral Square.  Earlier this month, students in one
of the new art classes at Space 301 took their
classroom skills to the Square and put the Cathedral
on canvas.  (Look for information on the winter
classes in next month's newsletter.) It's the kind of
scene that reminds us of the architectural beauty
throughout Downtown and why we love spending time
here. 

Speaking of beauty, the Bienville Square Christmas
Tree is as breathtaking as ever this year.  Hundreds
turned out in chilly November weather to participate
in the lighting ceremony.  We're hoping they'll be back
throughout the season as more decorations are added
to the streetscape and merchants offer great holiday
merchandise. 

Development Buzz 

A few developers and businesses have put expansion
plans on hold for the time
being, but not the
enterprising folks at A Spot
of Tea.  Two of Downtown's
most successful restaurateurs,
Ruby Moore and son Tony,
have decided that cornering
the breakfast and lunch
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market is not enough.  They're expanding into the
evening hours with Weichman's After 5 at Spot of
Tea.  Fans of John Weichman's take on Gulf Coast
cuisine will be able to experience his expertise again
during the evening hours after the Spot of Tea lunch
crowd has cleared out.  The restaurant will open next
week.  Club Insanity, Tony Moore's late night
venture is also on track to open soon.  By the end of
the year, the 310 Dauphin Street building will see
activity 24 hours a day!

In other development news:

Though technically outside the Hank Aaron
Loop, the Russell School at 300 South Broad
Street is close enough to have an impact on
what happens Downtown.  Developer Tilmon
Brown, who specialized in the adaptive re-use of
historic buildings, is planning to convert the
school into upscale residential lofts.  The project
is currently in the rezoning phase.   
The Ramada Inn on Church Street is under
contract to an out of town developer.  The
devleoper will be working with the current
owner to redevelop the property into residential
units.
The City of Mobile is in the process of
purchasing 200 Government Street for use as
office space.

For more economic development information

Retail Happenings 
Shopping, Dining and Entertainment News

 
Last month we shared the sad news that Parkside
Home and Garden was closing its doors, but also
promised that there were exciting plans for the
Conti Street building.  Now we can divulge a few of
the details.  Attorney Richard Dorman, who is also
a partner in the trendy NoJa restaurant,
purchased the building and is turning it over to
Chakli Diggs and the rest of the talented NoJa crew
for a new downtown eatery.  They don't want to
spoil the surprise by telling us the name of the
restaurant or the menu in advance of the opening,

so we'll just have to wait in anticipation until it opens next year. 
 
In other retail news:

The Crescent Theater recently served as the remote location for WKRG's Home
Town News segment.  The new Theater provided the opportunity to update the
community about all the activity Downtown.  If you haven't yet seen a film at
the theater, owner Max Morey highly recommends I Served the King of England,
a Czech masterpiece that opens Friday, November 28th.  Visit the website at
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www.crescenttheater.com for showtimes. 
Cafe Royal is featuring Happy Hour Tuesday through Friday from 5:00 p.m.
until 7:00 p.m.  $1 Margaritas, $2 Domestic Beer and $3 Martinis.
In conjunction with the Gulf Coast Antiques, Food & Wine Festival, the Trellis
Room at the Battle House Hotel is offering Wine Dinners with Steve Jacobs,
owner of Eagle Vale Winery.  The all inclusive evening for $125/person includes
a wine tasting, 5 course dinner and complimentary spa gift bags.  Choose Friday,
December 5th or Saturday, December 6th.  Call 251-338-5373 for more
information.   
If cooking a Thanksgiving feast is not your idea of a relaxing holiday, try the
Trellis Room at the Battle House Hotel for a gourmet meal featuring turkey,
quail, prime fillet of beef and side dishes too numerous to list.  $58/person.  Call
251-338-2000 for more information.  The Renaissance Riverview Hotel
is also cooking for Thanksgiving and is featuring a Jazz Brunch with seatings at
11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.  Prices are $29.95 for adults, $21.95 for seniors,
$12.95 for children ages 6 to 12, and children under 6 eat free.  Call
251-415-3092 for the menu or reservations.  

Upcoming live entertainment Downtown includes:

Veet's:
Every Tuesday- Jodyoke
Every Wed.-Sun. - Doug Previto and the Family Jewels (no cover)

Royal Scam:
Tuesday Nights at 9:00 - Corky Hughes, Jimmy Roebuck, Harold Floyd,
Mark Pfaff playing real deal blues (no cover)
Thursday Nights at 9:00 - Rebecca Berry Trio playing soul, jazz & funk (no
cover)

Royal Street Tavern

Friday & Saturday evenings- piano playing of John Anthony Bowers
The Blind Mule:

Every Tuesday- 8 p.m.; Open Mic Night, Hosted by Jimmy Lee, talent,
drink specials, food, kitchen open until Midnight
Zoogman + Number 2 + TBA- Fri., Nov. 21; 8 p.m. show
Dave Booda + Justin Gipson- Sat., Nov. 22; 8 p.m. show
Special Ed and the Shortbus+ TBA- Fri., Dec. 5; 8 p.m. show
Color the Coast + TBA- Sat., Dec. 13; 8 p.m. show
Smiley with a Knife + White Horse Tabernacle + TBA- Fri., Dec. 26; 8 p.m.
show

The Soul Kitchen: 
Cowboy Mouth with The Bridges- Fri., Nov. 21; 10:00 p.m. show; doors
open 9:00 p.m.; tickets on sale now; $12 adv available at 800.594.TIXX,
Soul Kitchen front bar and http://soulkitchenmobile.com, all door profits
will go to the fight against CYSTIC FIBROSIS   
Boombox- Sat., Nov. 22; 11:00 p.m. show; doors open 9:30 p.m. ($8.00
cover) 
US- Thurs., Nov. 27; 11:00 p.m. show; doors  open 9:30 p.m. ($8.00
cover) 
Hayden's Corner- Fri., Nov. 28; show 11:00 p.m., doors open 9:30 p.m.
($8.00 cover)
Highly Kind- Sat., Nov. 29; 11:00 p.m. show; doors open 9:30 p.m.
SALIVA with opening acts Steadlur and the Uglistick- Fri., Dec. 5; 9:00
p.m. show; doors open 8:00 p.m.; tickets on sale now; $16 adv available
at 800.594.TIXX, Soul Kitchen front bar and http://soulkitchenmobile.com,
all door profits will go to the fight against CYSTIC FIBROSIS
Superfunk Fantasy- Sat., Dec. 6; 11:00 p.m. show; doors open 9:30 p.m.
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GWAR with Kingdom of Sorrow and Toxic Holocaust- Thurs., Dec. 11; 8:00
p.m. show; doors open 7:00 p.m.;$16 adv tickets available at
800.594.TIXX, Soul Kitchen front bar and http://soulkitchenmobile.com
Grayson Kapps and the Stumpknockers- Fri., Dec. 12; show 10:30 p.m.,
doors 9:30 
STRUTTER-KISS full costume Tribute Show- Fri., Dec. 19; 11:00 p.m.
show; doors open 9:30 p.m. ($8.00 cover) 
The Molly Ringwalds- Sat., Dec. 20; 11:00 p.m. show; doors open 9:30
p.m. ($10.00 cover)
Doubt of the Benefit- Thurs., Dec. 25; 11:00 p.m. show; doors open 9:30
p.m. ($5.00 cover)
The Uglistick- Fri., Dec. 26; 11:00 p.m. show, doors open 9:30 p.m. ($7.00
cover)
Corey Smith- Mon., Dec. 29; 9:00 p.m. show, doors open 8:00 p.m.;
tickets on sale now; $15 adv available at 800.594.TIXX, Soul Kitchen front
bar and http://soulkitchenmobile.com
New Year's Eve w/92ZEW and THE DIRTY DOZEN BRASS BAND- Wed., Dec.
31; 11:00 p.m. show; doors open 9:30 p.m.; tickets on sale soon

Antiques Festival Features Top Dealers
2nd Annual Event December 5th - 7th  

If you or some one on your Christmas list is a collector of antiques, there is only one
place to be on December 5th - 7th.  The Gulf Coast
Antiques Food and Wine Festival is expected to
feature close to $50 million worth of antiques on display
at the Mobile Convention Center.  Vendors will be
showcasing everything from period art and furniture to
Persian rugs, civil war memorabilia, jewelry, and antique
maps and music boxes. There is no other event of this
kind or caliber on the Gulf Coast.

In addition to the antique show and sale, each day of the Festival offers a variety of
special events, including: food and wine tastings, cooking demonstrations, and
presentations on Mobile's rich heritage, as well as access to gourmet coffee provided
by Expresso Express and a riverfront cigar bar sponsored by Avalon Cigars and
DeCuba, Fairhope's only walk in humidor.

Wine tastings will feature excellent Peruvian and South African wines selected and
provided by Brookley International Wines. Food tastings and demonstrations will
be prepared and presented by a number of local restaurants including Café 615, Blu
Bistro, Wind Creek Casino, Cafe Royal, The French Market Cafe, and Vin Rose
European Cafe.

Fairhope native and frequent contributor to PBS' ANTIQUES ROADSHOW, Christopher
Mitchell returns to the Festival again this year. He specializes in American Revolution
and Civil War memorabilia, particularly arms. This year, Mitchell will also conduct
appraisal sessions on both Friday and Saturday. If you have antique military items,
especially from these periods, that you would like to have appraised bring them in
between 1:00 - 1:30 p.m. on Friday or 12:00 - 12:30 p.m. on Saturday. There is no
charge (after festival admission), but donations for Historic Mobile Preservation Society
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will be accepted.

Click here for complete Festival details

Poinsettias Create Festive Downtown 
 

The Downtown Mobile Alliance is encouraging business and
property owners to get festive for the holidays!  To make it
easier, we're offering large red or white poinsettias for $16.00
each.  The plants come wrapped in gold foil, ready for display. 
We'll even deliver to businesses within the BID! 
 
To order your poinsettias, contact Carol

Hunter at 251-434-8498 or chunter@downtownmobile.org.  Delivery will begin the
first week of December.

Discover Dauphin Historic District
Take A Walk Back in Time

Several times a week during peak tourist seasons, visitors will walk into our office and
ask about the historic sites in downtown. The Alliance has a wonderful brochure, the
Dauphin Street Historic District Walking Tour, and armed with this guide they head off
to discover the delights of our architectural past. As is the case in most cities, visitors
to Mobile often experience more local history than locals themselves!

Each month we'll be featuring a stop on the walking tour so you'll be able to explore
downtown's history without ever leaving your computer - but we think you'll find that
the more you know about our past, the more you'll want to get out and walk back in
time on your own.

The RSA Tower
10 N. Water Street
Although the RSA Tower is a contemporary high-rise
structure, designed by TVS Alabama, Inc., it contains the
three elements found in classical high-rise buildings.  The
Base is designed to mirror the richness of the surrounding
streetscape and add a pedestrian scale.  The Shaft gives the
building its vertical characteristic and is the majority of the
building façade. The Crown tops the building as it meets the
sky and is seen from far away, acting as beacon to
Downtown Mobile.

Take a Virtual Tour

Peaceful Nights in the Port City
Quiet Zone Now in Effect

If visitors to the Port City are up all night, it will be
because they've chosen to participate in the city's
vibrant night life, not because of train whistles
throughout the wee hours of the morning.  Mayor

News From Downtown Mobile Alliance http://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent...

5 of 10 4/2/2009 11:08 AM



Sam Jones and the city have just spent $200,000
to install extra safety measures at crossings to
create a "quiet zone" for trains along Mobile's
waterfront, a move that is becoming popular
throughout the country.
 
Before last week, guests in many Downtown hotels

complained of being awakened by the blaring train horns, sometimes as many as six
times a night.  The disturbed slumber led to a dismal ranking of the Renaissance
Riverview Hotel in surveys designed to measure guest satisfaction in the "restful
night's sleep" category.  Now, the "city that never sleeps" takes on a whole new
meaning.

Downtown Doings 
Some Upcoming Events in Downtown Mobile

 
  
AND THEY'RE OFF! - Mobile's Horse Racing History
April 13, 2008- January 19, 2009, Museum of Mobile

1820 - 1900 Turf racing captivated the hearts of Mobilians and
spawned a business culture that reigned for nearly a century. Visit
the Museum of Mobile and take a look at a point in Mobile's
development when horse racing was the sport of the day and the
city thrived from the revenue it generated. From the races
themselves to the people responsible for the various aspects of the
sport's rise and fall, the visitor to the Museum of Mobile will be
immersed in fun and games that influenced the Kentucky Derby.
For more information please call (251)208-7569 or visit the website listed below. 
 
Museum of Mobile

 

Mobile Public Library Film Series at Ben May Main Library
Thursday, Sep 25, 2008 - Thursday, Apr 23, 2009  
 
The Ben May Main Library offers the following movie activities:
Family Feature Film, Classic Cinema, TGI Thursday Film Series, Saturday Matinees,
Sunday Matinees, Southern Circuit Tour of Independent Filmmakers

For a complete listing, including titles and times, please visit the link below. 
 
Mobile Public Library
 
  
  
 
Fly Me to The Moon- IMAX Film
Gulf Coast Exploreum: August 22, 2008- January 4,
2009 
Tuesday - Friday 10 am,11 am, 2 pm & 4 pm
Saturday 11 am, 2 pm & 4 pm
Sunday 2 pm & 4 pm
Exploreum will be open Columbus Day, Oct. 13.
Showtimes for this day are as follows:
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10 am, 11 am, 2 pm & 4 pm

In 1969 three astronauts dared to go where no man had gone before; the moon.
Today, nWave Pictures has created an animated feature film that will take you back to
that historic moment.
Fly Me To The Moon combines the Apollo 11 mission with a whimsical twist involving
three tween-aged flies who go along on an incredible space adventure. This animated
IMAX Film introduces new generations to space exploration and the historical moment
when the world was united for this awe-inspiring achievement.
The story is voiced by talents, Kelly Ripa, Christopher Lloyd, Nicollette Sheridan, Tim
Curry and a live action/animation cameo by real life Apollo 11 astronaut, Buzz
Aldrin.    
 
Exploreum
 
 
 
Holiday Cabaret with Paula Broadwater
Friday, November 28, 7 p.m., Larkin's Music Center on
Dauphin Street
 
The evening is being sponsored by Mobile Opera and promises
to be a warm and fun time for friends, family and all who
enjoy a variety of music.  Dave Price (guitar), Skip Grizzle
(bass), Glen Cleveland (drums), and Clinton Doolittle (piano)
will join Paula Broadwater.  Enjoy Christmas favorites and
year-round jazz selections inspired by Diana Krall, Michael
Buble' and others. There will be a little bit of everything from Jazz, Broadway and
Patsy to Chestnuts, Jingle Bells and Rock'n Roll.
 
Seating is limited so please reserve tickets early. Tickets are $20 per person and will
include light hors d'oeuvres. There will be a cash beverage bar with wine, soda, coffee
and hot chocolate.  Call Mobile Opera at 432-6772 for reservations. 
 
Mobile Opera 
 

 
Gulf Coast Antiques Food & Wine Festival
Friday, December 5 -Saturday, December 6, 11 a.m.-7
p.m., and Sunday, Decmber 7, 12 p.m.-5 p.m., Mobile
Convention Center
 
General Admission is $10
Special Events are $25
VIP Passes are $50 

 
For complete event information and schedules please call 694-0457 or visit Gulf Coast
Antiques Food&Wine 
 
 
Christmas at Oakleigh
December 5 - 7, 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., Oakleigh Historic Complex, 300 Oakleigh Place
 
Join the mythical Powers family as they eagerly await Christmas morning in 1850
Mobile.  This live production takes visitors from room to room in the Oakleigh mansion
as a 19th century Gulf Coast Christmas unfolds.  Horse-drawn carriage rides, a
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Victorian Santa and seasonal music provided by area choirs are also featured.  Visit
www.historicmobile.org or call 432-6161 for ticket information. 
 
 
 
Winter Wonder Slam
Sunday, December 7, 6 p.m., Mobile Convetion Center Arena
 
Featuring Toby Mac, Relient K, Family Force 5, and more.

Tickets for this event are on sale now.  Advance tickets are
$26.00.  Day of show tickets are $29.00. Group rate is $22.00,
and groups of 15+ receive 2 free tickets. For information on
group rate call 208-7906. Tickets can be purchased at the Mobile
Civic Center Box Office and all Ticketmaster outlets.  To charge
by phone, call 434-0033 or visit Ticketmaster
 
 
 

A Dickens of a Christmas
Friday, December 12, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Ben May Main Library
 
The Mobile Opera, Mobile's Singing Children and the Mobile Public
Library invite everyone to step back in time with the Ghost of
Christmas Past and catch the spirit of Mr. Fezzigwig's party.  The
festive Holiday Buffet will be catered by Vincent Henderson.  The
evening will include music, dancing, parlor games, ornament

making, and so much more!  Mobile's Singing Children will perform numbers from their
large Christmas repertoire.  Tickets are $35 per person and $10 for children ages 6-12
accompanied by an adult.  Funds from the ticket sales will benefit the Mobile's Singing
Children and the Mobile Public Library.  For more information or to purchase tickets
please call 208-7097. 
 
Mobile Opera
Mobile Public Library
 
 
Mobile Symphony - Holiday Pops-The Sounds of Christmas
Saturday, December 13, 8 p.m. and Sunday, December 14, 2:30
p.m., Saenger Theatre
 
Always a treat for the entire family and a great start to the
holiday season, your Mobile Symphony plays sweeping
symphonic arrangements of all your Christmas favorites. Sleigh
bells will be heard, a jolly old elf will appear and we're predicting
a very good chance of snow. The holidays are all about having
fun, and this concert delivers it, wrapped and with a bow.

Please call Mobile Symphony Box Office for Tickets
251-432-2010
 
Saenger Theatre
 
 
 

Saenger Christmas Film Series "A White Christmas"
Thursday, December 18, 7 p.m., Saenger Theatre
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Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye
Not Rated; 120 minutes; 1954
Bing Crosby and Danny Kaye star as two song-and-dance
men who team up after the war to see a charming New
England inn through its holiday season. A veritable treasure
of Irving Berlin classics including "Count Your Blessings
Instead Of Sheep," "Sisters," "Blue Skies," and, of course,
Bing Crosby's immortal rendition of "White Christmas."

 
Saenger Theatre

Saenger Christmas Film Series "A Christmas Story"
Friday, December 19, 7 p.m., Saenger Theatre
 
Starring: Darren McGavin, Melinda Dillion and Peter Billingsley
Humorist jean Sheperd's American Christmas is brought vividly to life in
A CHRISTMAS STORY, a nostalgic and witty remembrance of a time gone
by. Filled with humor, warmth and dozens of captivating moments. The
movie's undeniable charm makes it an all-time favorite for young and
old alike.
$6 for adults and $3 for children 12 and under and seniors 60+
 
Saenger Theatre
 
 
 

The Mobile Holiday & Christmas Parade
Saturday, Dec 20, 2008  
Mobile Christmas & Holiday Parade: 1:30 p.m., begins and
ends at the Mobile Civic Center and runs through
Government, Royal, Dauphin and Claiborne Streets  

 
Come out to see Santa and all the other revelers at they pass through the streets of
downtown Mobile. Stop by Bienville Square at the kids' area and make and take a
holiday ornament! 
For more details, please call: 470-7730.
 
 
 
Christmas with AARON NEVILLE QUINTET Featuring CHARLES NEVILLE
Saturday, December 20, 8 p.m., Saenger Theatre
 
Aaron has won four Grammys and was named "Best Male Singer"
two straight years in the Rolling Stone critics' poll. Aaron has
recorded a dozen solo albums ranging in genre from gospel to
country. Now jazz. "Jazz," says Aaron, "was as much a part of my
musical education as blues or funk. Brother Charles, who plays
great tenor on this record, hipped me to modern jazz when I was
a kid. He's always been an inspiration. I call him the Horn Man.
He's my favorite sax player. He makes the thing talk." Charles is
not only a founding member of the Neville Brothers, but he's the
musical director of the Aaron Neville Quintet. 
 
 
Tickets on sale now!
Ticket are $39.50 / $32.50 and $27.50 (plus service charge)
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Saenger Theatre 
 

 

 

 
For a complete list of events

Sincerely,

Carol Hunter
Downtown Mobile Alliance

email: chunter@downtownmobile.org
phone: 251-434-8498 fax: 251-434-8538
web: http://www.downtownmobile.org

The Downtown Mobile Alliance exists to support the development of downtown through
marketing, advocacy and the management of BID services.
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